News Release 22 March 2013
First four successes for buildingSMART’s Certification 2.0
New stringent process provides quality assurance

The first four products to receive the new-style buildingSMART
certification 2.0 were recognised at the international meetings of
buildingSMART in Waltham, MA, US on 12 March 2013. The certification
acknowledges that the products have been tested and shown to comply with
the IFC open standards for the functions specified within the testing
environment.
The four successful products are Autodesk Revit Architecture, GRAPHISOFT
ArchiCAD, NEMETSCHEK Allplan and NEMETSCHEK Scia Engineer, which received
certification for their export functionality. Other products are still in the process of being
tested and audited. Certified products can display the buildingSMART certification logo
on their packaging.
Rasso Steinmann, who leads buildingSMART’s Implementer Support Group, said: “Our
certification is a stringent process and buildingSMART congratulates the successful
vendors. The number of test actions to date is over 1,400 – an indication of how seriously
we take the process.”
Jim Lynch, vice president, building and collaboration products of Autodesk, said: “We
have many customers worldwide that mandate a neutral IFC file format and rely on it to
ease the design, construction and maintenance of new and existing buildings.
BuildingSMART’s IFC certification will allow our customers to facilitate more efficient,
collaborative workflows; increase project team collaboration; and encourage data
exchange and interoperability within a BIM workflow.”
Akos Rechtorisz, Open BIM program manager at GRAPHISOFT, said: “GRAPHISOFT,
an IFC pioneer, has been involved in developing the IFC interface since 1996. We are
proud to be among the very first to achieve certification for IFC 2x3 Coordination View
Version 2.0 export, using ArchiCAD. The open-source IFC format allows our users to
exchange data with the engineering disciplines using Open BIM workflows. Structural
and MEP engineers worldwide connect to ArchiCAD using a variety of globally and
locally used software programs.”
Ales Siroky, technical director from NEMETSCHEK Allplan, said: “This certification is
an important step in improving Open BIM collaboration among our customers and their
partners. Nemetschek Allplan is commited to IFC as the industry standard, and our
developers co-operate with other industry players so that we stay at the leading edge of
Open BIM exchange.”

And Herman Oogink, CTO from Nemetschek Scia, added: “We are proud to belong to
the first companies succeeded to pass the certification. It proves our commitment to open
standards and Open BIM. We are convinced that open standards like IFC are a huge
benefit for our clients who can choose to work with the best software that fits to their
needs without worrying about exchanging of data.”
In 2010, buildingSMART launched its certification scheme, introducing a clear
distinction between import and export functions and improving quality checks. The
scheme uses a web application, the Global Testing and Documentation Server (GTDS),
which provides automated online testing of IFC files, tools for documentation of manual
tests and is a place where candidates for certification can run tests to ascertain
compliance. The database of GTDS stores all test results and provides test reports.
“No vendor-independent testing framework for a standard data format has attempted such
an ambitious scope until now,” said Rasso. “The auditing process was especially
demanding and this first round of certification for exports has earned the respect of the
industry.” The next round of certifications will be for imports.
Notes to Editors
1. BuildingSMART is an international cross-industry alliance dedicated to
improving the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of the design, construction and
FM industries, with an emphasis on information-sharing and BIM. It has
developed the open IFC standard (Industry Foundation Classes), also known as
the buildingSMART Data Model.
2. Certification 2.0 by buildingSMART is open to all software developers who are
members of buildingSMART.
3. The certification team comprised: Prof. Rasso Steinmann, Dr Thomas Liebich,
Karl-Heinz Käfele, Klaus Linhard, Bernd Wiesmeier, Kerstin Hausknecht, Dr
Matthias Weise and Andreas Geiger. AEC3 Germany, iabi (Institute for Applied
Building Informatics) at Munich University and IAI (Institute for Applied
Informatics at Karlsruhe Institute for Technology) all contributed to the
certification process on behalf of buildingSMART.
4. BuildingSMART has chapters and special interest groups all around the world, as
follows: North America: US, Canada; Europe: Nordic countries, Norway,
German-speaking countries, French-speaking countries, UK and Ireland, Benelux
and Italy; Middle East: MENA; Asia: Korea, Singapore, China, Japan;
Australia/Pacific: Australasia.
Contact points
Rasso Steinmann, steinmann@iabi.eu (certification)
Chris Groome, chris.groome@b-r-t.co.uk (buildingSMART International generally)
Websites
www.buildingsmart.org/ (general information on bSI)
www.buildingsmart-tech.org (technical website)

